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The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, July 16 
1. Vows? Careful! 
(Eccles. 5:1-6) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HREE successive topics on “Chal- 

lenge for Decision” are to bring to 
our attention the importance of making 
right decisions. All of us meet daily 
the problem of making up our minds 
about this or that, sometimes in small 
matters and occasionally in matters of 
major importance. The person who is 
tormented by indecision can be most 
uncomfortable and unhappy and like- 
wise a real trial to family and friends. 
Some even torture themselves after a 
decision has been made, wondering 
whether or not they did right. 

Now often the one who is most un- 
certain really wants to make right de- 
cisions, but just cannot seem to come to 
a conclusion. Sometimes a habit has 
been formed of saying to oneself, “Shall 
I, or shall I not,” or “Will I, or won’t I,” 
or “Can I, or can’t I,” until no clear-cut 
decision seems possible. Is there a sure- 
fire method for reaching right decisions 
in both small and great problems? This 
series of three topics should help us to 
find that method. 

One kind of difficult decision that 
many of us have to meet has to do with 
making vows or pledges. Our Christian 
Endeavor Society, and most young peo- 
ple’s Christian groups have very definite 
pledges that members are asked to 
make and keep. Your church doubt- 
less asks candidates for membership to 
make some statement of faith and to 
express a determination to lead a 
Christian life and to attend and sup- 
port the church. In evangelistic meet- 
ings and youth rallies and Christian 
summer conferences, the appeal is often 
made to young people to make a pledge 
or vow to accept Christ or to lead a 
more consecrated life. 

We shall consider some of these and 
other important pledges or decisions in 
the two topics that follow this one, but 
this week the emphasis is to be on the 
care that should be exercised before 
taking any vow. It is possible some- 
times, following a stirring and uplifting 


message, to make a decision to accept. 


and follow Christ and to mean it. But, 
later, when we begin to understand 
more clearly what is involved in that 
decision, we begin to have some ques- 
tions. Christ said, “No man, having 
put his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom of God” 
(Luke 9:62). 

It is possible, in all sincerity, to ie, 





ise, in the inspiration of a meeting or 
under a fervent appeal, to have a daily 
morning prayer time, or to read the 
Bible every day, or to witness to some- 
one every day, or to do some other very 
worthwhile and commendable thing. 
But, be careful! Have you considered 
what is involved in your promise—get- 
ting up in time to have your morning 
watch unhurried, even when tired and 
sleepy; facing the rebuffs and ridicule 
and disappointments that come with 
witnessing; and the like? 

Now, let us not misunderstand. Such 
obstacles can be met and are by no 
means to be measured with the re- 
wards for faithfully keeping our prom- 
ises. Nor are we to hide. behind the 
difficulties, telling ourselves we had bet- 
ter make no vows or promises. But we 
should realize that a vow or promise is 
a serious matter. God hears them (Heb. 
4:13), and He does not hold them 
lightly (Num. 30:1-9). 

Jephthah found that it was a very 
serious and costly matter to make a 
thoughtless, but well intentioned vow 
(Judges 11:30-40). The wise man, be- 
fore building a tower, and the king, 
before going to war, sits down, Christ 
said, and figures the cost so that he may 
be reasonably certain of finishing what 
he starts (Luke 14: 28-32). 

So, in the Christian life, let us count 
the cost before lightheartedly promising 
to do this or that, and then be prepared 
by God’s help to keep our promises. 

Dr. Howard A. Banks, a former As- 
sociate Editor of THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, in times of decision used to urge 
his associates to “take roundings.” This 
Southern expression means to look all 
around—on every side of a situation or 
problem—before coming to a decision. 
It can well be our slogan as we seek to 
“be careful” about vows. 


MILLviLez, DEL. 


In the Beginning God 
By W. J. Maynard 


N THE beginning—who can know 
What aeons in that word lie chained? 
What geologic mysteries 
Are shadowed forth in this. brief claim? 


Omnipotence in Glory throned, 
Dread power in one brief word un- 
furled; 
When suns and planets sprang to life 
And earth was on its orbit hurled. 


The morning stars then sang the praise 
Of Him who spake them into life, 
Who plotted for each star its course 
And mapped its orbit through the 
night. 


And though a billion years be sped 
Since that first morn pealed forth their 
lay, 
Not one small star has lost its course, 
Or faltered on its ordered way. 


And so today their music swells 
To Him who reigns o’er all supreme, 

Whose glory fills the earth and sky, 
And lusters all the magic scene. 
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Land of the Free 


United States’ great heritage is its freedom. This 
burning ideal brought this nation to birth, At its 
eastern gateway stands the Statue of Liberty, with the up- 
raised torch of freedom, and its thrilling call to the Old 
World: 
Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 


Send these, the homeless tempest-tossed, to me: 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door. 


This concept and experience of freedom has been an 
inspiration to millions around the world. The late President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt echoed the spirit of the nation when 
he propounded his four freedoms: freedom of speech and 
expression, freedom of every person to worship God in his 
own way, freedom from want, freedom from fear. Such 
freedom is beyond the power of man to bestow, but it 
expresses the great American ideal. 

In our churches how often we thank God for our freedom: 
freedom to worship God without restriction, freedom to 
evangelize, freedom to meet together whenever, wherever 
we choose, without police permission or supervision. Yes, 
our generation is hemmed in with more restrictions than 
were our parents, but we are still one of the freest peoples 
in the world, and we cherish our freedom. 

For Christians, however, there is the danger that they may 
come to believe that personal, material, political freedom in 
this life on earth is one of the normal blessings promised 
by God to the believer. We may imagine that this is part 
of what it means to be a Christian, or is a sort of reward 
because we are Christians. This is not so. 


HE Bible speaks of freedom, but of a different kind: 
freedom from the dominion of sin, freedom in knowing 
God’s truth regarding eternity, the things of the Spirit, 
salvation by grace; freedom in being a bond slave of Jesus 
Christ and serving Him; freedom from anxiety and fear, 
because of the complete sufficiency of Christ to meet our 
every need. This is the freedom of being a Christian. Christ 
did not promise freedom from war, but peace in the midst 
of conflict. He did not promise freedom from slavery, from 
colonialism, from occupation by a foreign power, from 
oppressive taxation, as part of the blessing of the new life 
in Himself. Rather the Bible teaches us that we are to be 
content (Phil. 4:11; Heb. 13:5), living in obedience to our 
masters (Eph. 6:5; 1 Pet. 2:18) and in subjection to “higher 
powers,” “principalities and powers,” and ordinances of men 
(Rom. 13:1; Titus 3:1; 1 Pet. 2:13). 
Many Christians, unlike ourselves, have lived their lives 
under varying degrees of oppression. We must thank God 
for the glorious liberty we enjoy, but must avoid making 


such freedom a central ideal in our lives and from imagining 
that this is something that God has promised us and is 
our due. 

Perhaps the very freedom we enjoy is having the effect 
of making us as a nation soft, weak, selfish, irresponsible, 
and so individualistic in our personal preoccupations that we 
are unwilling unitedly to sacrifice so that the nation may 
become strong. For some people freedom means license to 
do what they please, to indulge themselves as they desire, in 
drunkenness, marital infidelity, violence, crime, debauchery. 
This sort of license is what some people wrongly imagine 
freedom to be. What are the limits of personal freedom? 
Does freedom mean that some are free to destroy themselves 
by their corrupt desires as well as those who are around them? 


Possibly some of our cherished freedoms, like living among 
whom we choose and excluding from our immediate society 
those of another race, are freedoms at the expense of the 
liberty of others. These freedoms are unjustly maintained by 
virtue of economic superiority and by our ability to curtail 
the freedom of other citizens of our nation. 


S THERE such a thing as absolute freedom? No, we are 

either God’s free men and women under His sovereignty 

or we are the blind, perverse slaves of Satan, who in his un- 
imaginable malignity and wickedness holds us in chains. 


Are we so spoiled and has our concept of freedom become 
so twisted that we need a fresh ideal to capture our imagina- 
tion and to galvanize our spirit to heroic sacrifice? 


We who are Christians must learn that the secret of 
perfect freedom is found in the divine paradox of acknowl- 
edging fully the lordship of Christ, surrendering completely 
to Him. George Matheson long ago expounded this secret 
so beautifully in the following words: 


Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free; 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be. 
I sink in life’s alarms 
When by myself I stand; 
Imprison me within Thine arms, 
And strong shall be my hand. 


My heart is weak and poor 
Until it master find; 
It has no spring of action sure, 
It varies with the wind; 
It cannot freely move, 
Till Thou hast wrought its chain; 
Enslave it with Thy matchless love, 
And deathless it shall reign. 


My will is not my own 
Till Thou hast made it Thine; 

If it would reach a monarch’s throne 
It must its crown resign; 

It only stands unbent, 
Amid the clashing strife, 

When on Thy bosom it has leant 
And found in Thee its life. 


’ 
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THE TIMES News Report 


@ The Delaware Senate has voted to restore 
the death penalty for murder as the result of the 
recent brutal slaying of an aged widow. The 
death penalty was abolished in Delaware in 
1957. The method of execution was not deter- 
mined. Until the death penalty was abolished, 
convicted murderers were hanged in Delaware. 


© Dr. Wilbur M. Smith will be editor of “Col- 
legiate Challenge,” a student magazine to be 
published by Campus Crusade for Christ Inter- 
national. The publication will be designed to 
confront the collegiate world, both students and 
faculty, with the historical doctrines of the Chris- 
tian faith and encourage them to commit their 
lives to Jesus Christ. It is planned to distribute 
“Collegiate Challenge” in leading colleges and 
universities throughout the world. 


@ Moscow.—Replying to a U. S. listener who 
asked what was the Communist attitude toward 
religion, Moscow Radio said, “We consider all 
religions as basically reactionary. Religion is 
against men fighting for their freedom. If, in 
the beginning, Christianity played an important 
role... in history . . . it has become a tool of 
reactionaries the world over.” 


@ NAIROBI, KENYA.—Jomo Kenyatta, Kenya 
Negro leader, issued a statement here branding 
as blasphemous attempts by many black Ken- 
yans to deify him. He stressed that even in the 
ancient Kikuyu native beliefs “there exists only 
one God.” Reports of attempts to deify Ken- 
yatta have aroused fears among Christians in 
the country that when Kenya becomes independ- 
ent, they will be persecuted. However, one 
Negro leader has declared that “church leaders 
and devoted believers in Christianity need not 
fear anything in free Kenya.” 


@ Miss Alice Wood, Assemblies of God Mis- 
sionary who served in Argentina for 50 years 
without furlough, died on June 2 in Florida after 
little more than a year of retirement. Miss 
Wood first sailed to Argentina in 1898 and 
served two terms.. Then in 1910 she left the 
United States, not to return to this country again 
until 1960, at 90 years of age. She was an 
ordained. minister in the Assemblies of God, and 
was instrumental in founding and. supervising 
churches in Argentina. 


@ Nationalism is the prevailing religion of the 
world today, and one of the historical scandals 


520 (4) 


of civilization, Dr. Arnold Toynbee, noted Brill 


ish historian and philosopher, asserted in a bac 
calaureate address at Albion College (Methodist). 
“We may call ourselves Christians, Muslims, 
Buddhists, Communists, and so on, but what 
we are really worshipping is the collective power 
of some fraction of the human race. National- 
ism is the common religion of the people of the 
world on both sides of the Iron Curtain. The 
religion of nationalism is an offense against both 
God and men’... it is the worship of men in- 
stead of God. In other words, it is idolatry,” 
said Dr. Toynbee. 


@ LIMA, PERU.—Under a program to be 
known as “Operation Evangelism,” the greater 
Lima area is to feel the impact of a year of evan- 
gelism which will bring here twelve of Latin 
America’s best-known evangelists. This pro 
gram calls for a two-week evangelistic campaign 
every month for an entire year. During alter- 
nate two weeks, Bible study classes will be held 
for those who have accepted Christ during the 
prior campaign. Christian and Missionary Allé- 
ance personnel will spearhead the campaign, 
which is to include an all-out effort to spread the 
Gospel through newspapers, radio, television, 
tracts, and house-to-house visitation. 


@ The Sudan Interior Mission reports that 
leprosy patients under SIM care in Africa have 
increased in the last decade from fewer than 
3,000 to 48,000. Last year over 5,000 new 
patients came for the first time, and nearly 4,000 
others were dismissed symptom free. The SIM 
work includes 10 leprosaria, 123 treatment cer 
ters, 463 African assistants, and a missionary 
staff of 51. 


@ ST. LOUIS.—The president of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, has called for volunteers 
from his church to join President Kennedy's 
Peace Corps. In a letter to the synod’s 6,000 
pastors, Dr. John W. Behnken said he hoped 
“that a great many members of the Peace Corps 
will be Christians who will let their light s0 
shine that men may see their good works and 
glorify our Father which is in heaven.” 
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The Unanswerable Argument. 
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‘Inkpots and Abstractions 





A question about the Devil has arisen recently in the 
Church of England. For a proposed revision of the cate- 
chism, it has been suggested that the idea of evil be substi- 
tuted for the reference to a personal Devil in the older 
catechism. Instead of renouncing the Devil and all his 
works, catechumens would, under the revised catechism, 
be asked to renounce evil. 

It is a good thing for us to renounce evil. No éne will 
argue against that. But if the proposed catechism suggests 
an unwillingness to admit the reality of the Enemy of souls, 
and views evil merely as an abstract principle, then we 
haye cause for alarm. If one is not prepared to accept the 
reality of the unseen world of spirits both evil and good, 
one is not in a position to accept the truth of the Biblical 
revelation at all. In all of Scripture, Satan is presented to 
us as a real person, capable of mobility, conversation, schem- 
ing, and warfare. Christ encountered him; the archangel 
Michael strove with him; Job felt his attack; and Christ 


will again encounter him at Armageddon in the end time. 

“The Prince of darkness grim” is no ogre from a child’s 
fairy tale, who needs to be expurgated in this new age of 
positive thinking. Martin Luther was far closer to the truth 
of things when he hurled the inkpot at the Fiend than the 
modern theologians who try to reduce him to a mere 
principle. ‘ 

The question in the Church of England would hardly be 
worthy of note if it were isolated. It is, however, a straw 
in the wind that is trying to blow away the ‘concrete 
reality of the entire historical record of Scripture. A Chris- 


" tianity that accommodates itself to modern thought by 


removing the real content from its creeds is no Christianity. 
A Christ who is only a myth, and not the living, incarnate 
Son of God, is no Christ. If a very real Satan can succeed 
in robbing people of a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ, and can convince them of his own unreality, he will 
be very truly satisfied. 
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Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 


UNEXPECTED INCREASE OF SAMARITANS.—Almost all people who make any ex- 
tended visit in Palestine are taken up to Nablus, which is now in Jordan, to see the members 
that remain of the once flourishing colony of Samaritans. We have generally been told, even 
in the nineteenth century, and through the first half of this century, that there were only 
150 to 175 Samaritans still living. ‘They are the only people in the world who annually 
celebrate the Passover according to the instructions found in the Pentateuch. They are a 
proud race and many of them are quite handsome. Even in the two visits I have made to 
this group, I have discovered that what was stated in the New Testament is still true, that 
the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. Often Samaritans have needed police protec- 
tion when passing through Jewish shopping areas. A recent report from Nablus says that 
this Samaritan community has now increased to 345 members. I do not know why this 
sudden increase has occurred, but I will never forget what the high priest once said to me 
when I was visiting there. .In the earlier part of this century, a wealthy Christian by the name 
of E. K. Warren, living in Michigan, became intensely interested in this Samaritan group and 
Was very generous to them financially. I asked the Samaritan high priest if he remembered 
Mr. E. K. Warren (who had then been dead about twelve years). He lifted up his hands and 
cried out one exclamatory word of praise, ““The Messiah!” His liberality was for them the 
coming of the Messiah. 


PUERTO RICAN PROTESTANT IMMIGRANTS.—A recent survey of the religious 
affiliations of Puerto Ricans living in New York City comes to the most interesting and un- 
expected conclusion: most of the Protestants among the Puerto Ricans in that city are mem- 
bers of Pentecostal churches, 57 per cent of the 32,000 Protestants. One reason for this is 
that they find the Pentecostal churches in New York City most like the Methodist churches 
they knew in Puerto Rico before moving to New York City. 


JAPAN BIBLE SALES.—More Bibles were sold in. Japan during 1960 than any other 
nonfiction volume, a total of 1,886,999 copies. The Missionary Broadcaster says that this is 
the largest number of copies distributed in any one country with the exception of the United 
States, which may be an error, for I would think Great Britain would distribute many more 
copies of the Bible than this. During the entire period from 1876 to 1944, only 18,000 
copies of Scripture volumes had been sold in Japan. Since the end of World War II the 
number sold has exceeded 27,000,000. 
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_ Rimmer Memorial Hosoital serves the physical and spiritual needs of thousands in the vicinity of Quito, Ecuador. 





The Rimmer Memorial Hospital 


OME with me to the Maternity 
Ward of the Rimmer Memorial 
Hospital in Quito, Ecuador. Let’s 
eavesdrop on the Ecuadorian chaplain 
while he makes his nightly rounds of 
spiritual ministration. As he steps into 
the room, the patients give him a cheery 
greeting. One of them says, “Buenas 


noches, hermano.” (Good evening, 
brother.) This catches the chaplain by 
surprise. The woman just entered the 


hospital this morning and he doesn’t 
recognize her as a Gospel believer. His 
first question to her is, “Where did you 
get to know the gospel?” Quickly she 
replies, “Right here in this hospital, the 
first time I was here as a patient, when 
I gave birth to my first child.” And 
once again the chaplain praises God for 
such tangible evidence of results from 
missionary medicine. 

We could continue to follow our Chris- 
tian brother on his visits, but perhaps 
we can get just as good a picture of the 
work by reproducing a memorandum 
that I directed to the hospital personnel 
some months ago. It was never intended 
for publication, but I’m sure that we 
can appropriately make it known at this 
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By ABE C. VAN DER PUY 


Treasurer, The World Radio Missionary Fellowship 


On March 26, 1960, The Sunday 
School Times published an editorial 
entitled, “Cain’s Offering,” dealing 
with a spiritual problem common 
among Christians today. This edi- 
torial was reproduced, circulated, 
and used as a basis of criticism of 
Dr. George Palmer of Morning 
Cheer, Philadelphia, of Dr. Paul 
Roberts, the former Director of the 
Rimmer Memorial Hospital in Quito, 
Ecuador, and of the hospital itself. 

This was never intended by The 
Sunday School Times, and we feel 
after prayerful review it was a mis- 
take to have published this editorial 
in the form in which it appeared. 
We of The Sunday School Times 
offer our sincere apology for having 
been the cause of any misunder- 
standing or unwarranted criticism 
that has occurred. 








point to all who are interested in. the 
work of the Rimmer Memorial Hospital. 
More than ever I thank God for this 


place where men and women can be 
touched by loving hands as they seek 


help for their physical ailments and, 
at the same time, be reached with the 
message of life in Christ Jesus. A few 
days ago, I stood on the second floor 
of the hospital ahd observed the activ- 
ity that was taking place around me, 
A Christian brother from Ambato was 
lying in his bed, a picture of content 
ment, confidence, and thanksgiving to 
God. I listened to another man who 
was just about ready to be released a8 
he expressed gratitude for treatment 
received. And while this was going 
on, just outside the children’s ward, @ 
couple of nurses and an intern were 
speaking with a little boy whose 
speech was being impaired by some 
nerve or brain obstruction. The little 
boy seemed to enjoy being the center 
of attention, and I’m sure he felt that 
the folks around him had his interest 
at heart. 

As I looked upon these scenes, I 


found myself saying, “Lord, it isn’t 


easy to run a missionary hospital, but 
it’s worth all the effort. Lord, we 
want to make a fresh dedication of 
this work to Thee.” 


The Medical Department of The World 


Radio Missionary Fellowship, Inc. (more 
popularly known as the Voice of thé 
Andes, because it has operated the pid- 
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tion HCJB, for many years) began its 
work in 1949 with the arrival in Ecuador 
of Dr. and Mrs. Paul Roberts and Miss 
Kathleen Erb, R.N. HCJB medical per- 
sonnel got their baptism of fire while 
helping in disaster relief after the tragic 
earthquake that took place in and 
around Ambato, Ecuador, on August 5, 
1949. A small Indian hostel clinic 
opened its doors on April 28, 1950. Dr. 
Harry Rimmer contributed the initial 
funds for the purchase of the clinic 
property. Dr. and Mrs. M. E. Fuller 
arrived in Ecuador in 1950. During this 
time, the HCJB doctors carried on an 
extensive rural medical ministry. 

The Medical Department soon out- 
grew the small Indian clinic facilities. 
Consequently, the Trustees of The World 
Radio Missionary Fellowship, Inc., au- 
thorized the construction of the Rimmer 
Memorial Hospital. This construc- 
tion began in October of 1953. By 
May 16, 1955, the Out-patient Depart- 
ment opened, followed shortly after- 
ward by the Palmer School of Nursing, 
for the training of nurses’ aids. The of- 
ficial opening of the hospital came on 
October 12, 1955, with the attendance of 
many high government officials and 
Ecuadorian friends of long standing. 
Dr. and, Mrs. George Palmer as well as 
Mrs. Harry Rimmer were present for 
this glorious occasion. 

The Rimmer Memorial Hospital rep- 
resents a large investment. Most of 
these funds came from listeners of 
the “Morning Cheer Broadcast” under 
the direction of Dr. George Palmer in 
Philadelphia, Pa. The Voice of the 
Andes and the Ecuadorian people feel 
a great debt of gratitude to this es- 
teemed servant of the Lord and to all 
who have helped to make this Christian 
institution a reality. Dr. Paul Roberts 
carried the heavy load of planning the 
hospital, supervising its construction, 
and launching it forth on a ministry 
that has increased in importance from 
year to year. We appreciate the out- 





An Indian woman comes to the main 
entrance for help. 


standing work that Dr. Roberts did in 
the establishment and direction of Ecua- 
dor’s first missionary hospital. He gave 
himself without reserve to the minis- 
try of the hospital and the service of 
Ecuador. 

The Rimmer Memorial hospital has a 
capacity at present of 35 beds. More 
than 20 missionaries serve here along 
with 63 Ecuadorian co-laborers, includ- 
ing graduate nurses and medical interns. 
The list of associate Ecuadorian doctors 
now numbers more than 50, and they 
‘regularly use the facilities of the hos- 
pital as well as co-operate in the serv- 
ices it renders. 

Since its beginning, this work has re- 
ceived valuable help from a Medical 
Advisory Committee composed of Ec- 
uadorian doctors who have had wide 
experience and are held in high esteem 
by their medical colleagues. Two of 
these men are currently president and 
vice president of the local medical fed- 
eration. Recently, they directed the 
preparations for the Fifth National 
Medical Congress with more than’ 600 
doctors in attendance. 

As stated on the memorial plaque at 
the entrance to the Rimmer Memorial 
Hospital, this Christian institution has 
been established “for the glory of God 
and the service of Ecuador in memory 
of Dr. Harry Rimmer.” The ministry of 
medicine, utilized by the Lord’s serv- 
ants is designed to achieve the twofold 





Women await their turn at Rimmer’s 
prenatal clinic. 


result of physical help and spiritual 
benefit under the blessing of God. We 
quote from the Statement of Purposes 
and Policies: 

The hospital seeks to serve all 
classes of people and through medicine 
to reach them with the Gospel. At the 
same time, the RMH purposes to give 

(Continued on page 530) 


Our Vanishing Protestant Heritage 


By OLIVER W. PRICE, Th.M. 


Director of the Oklahoma Branch, The Bible Lovers League 


Y YARD is blessed with an abun- 
M dance of trees, shrubs, and flow- 

ers planted by the original 
owner. I have been disturbed, however, 
to find some of the trees slowly dying. 
The first signs of creeping death ap- 
peared three summers ago. Unfortu- 
nately I did not recognize the seriousness 
of the situation in its early stages. Only 
after the first two trees were dead did 
I realize that the whole row of trees 
might eventually be lost. Further in- 
vestigation has led to the conclusion 
that the trouble is probably in the 
roots. 

This personal problem illustrates a 
deeper cultural and spiritual blight that 
threatens to take from America the 
blessings left to us by our founding 
fathers. We have enjoyed the fruits of 
the “tree” they planted while forget- 
ting the roots. 

The forgotten “roots” are the spiritual 
foundations upon which the framers of 
the Declaration of Independence based 
the “unalienable rights” of “Life, Lib- 
erty and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
Secularists, Roman Catholics, and Prot- 
estants are unanimous in acknowledg- 
ing these rights, but each understands 


the pursuit of them in his own way. 


Not all secularists are atheists, but 
they usually consider God to be unim- 
portant. A secularist supposes his con- 


duct should be “based solely on regard 
to the well being of mankind in this 
present life, to the exclusion of all 
considerations drawn from belief in 
God or in a future state,” to quote the 
definition found in The Oxford Diction- 
ary. For some this degenerates to the 
selfish view of the San Diego motorist 
who pleaded his right to the pursuit of 
happiness when charged with driving 
while intoxicated. A more popular 
version of the same materialistic ideal 
was expressed by a young man who 
confessed in all seriousness, “My goal 
in life is to get a new car.” ; 

The dedicated Communist believes he 
is sacrificing his present personal com- 
fort in exchange for the future material 
welfare of humanity. He thinks bloody 
revolution and Soviet dictatorship are 
temporary stages that we must endure 
until we reach the workers’ paradise 
at the end of the Marxist rainbow. He 
thus views life, liberty, and happiness 
in economic terms. 

The devout Roman Catholic sees the 
pursuit of happiness as the search for 
the will of God. His church, however, 
is subject to the authority of religious 
princes who can say to the faithful, 
“You must believe thus and so simply 
because we declare it to be true.” 

For the consecrated Protestant, life, 

(Continued on page 529) 
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Tue KinGc JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 9:9 And as Jesus passed forth from thence, he saw a 
man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom: and 
he saith unto him, Follow me. And he arose, and followed 


him 


10 And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, 
behold, many publicans and sinners came and sat down with 


him and his disciples. 


11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his dis- 
ciples, Why eateth your Master with publicans and sinners? 
12 But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They 
that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick. 
13 But go ye and learn what that meaneth, I will have 
mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to call the right- 


eous, but sinners to repentance. 


International Uniform Lesson 





MATTHEW, THE CONVERTED PUBLICAN 


Matthew 9:9-13; 10:1-4; Luke 5:27-32; printed text, Matthew 9:9-13; 10:1-4 


Golden Text.—He left all, rose up, and followed him.—Luke 5:28 


Chap. 10:1 And when he had called unto him his twelve 


of disease. 


disciples, he gave them power against unclean spirits, to cast 
them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner 


2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The 
first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; 
James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 


3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the pub- 


trayed him. 


lican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose sur- 
name was Thaddaeus; 
4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also be- 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted 


by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
: By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


URING the period of the New 

Testament, Palestine was of 

course a Roman province, and 
the proud, freedom-loving Jews found 
it impossible to escape the constant 
grim reminders of that fact. The ubiq- 
uitous Roman soldier, the Roman coin- 
age, and the hated Roman tax collector 
were ever-present reminders that they 
were no longer a free people. Their 
national sins had brought them under 
divine discipline, and because of this 
their loved land had been subjected to 
the boot heel of the Gentile. 

In order to maintain the army of 
occupation, the Jews were required to 
pay taxes, and usually these tax col- 
lectors were themselves Jews. But 
those who accepted this position were 
usually regarded as especially contempt- 
ible, for they appeared as having aban- 
doned all sense of patriotism.- In fact, 
these collectors—or publicans—were al- 
Ways associated with reprobates and 
sinners (see Luke 5:30). 

It is very remarkable that the Lord 
should not only reach and save one of 
these publicans, but should choose him 
to write a Gospel story, and that this 
Gospel should be primarily intended 
to reach Jewish eyes. But the prophets 
had long before declared that God’s 
ways and thoughts are infinitely higher 
than ours (see Isa. 55:9). 


But Matthew was both obedient and 


humble. He promptly responded to the 
Lord’s call, and he always referred to 
himself as Matthew the publican—a de- 
scription that was anything but self- 
complimentary in a society where such 
officials were always under the sus- 
picion of graft and misappropriation 
of public funds. 
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Son of Alphaeus, this publican’s given 
name was Levi (see Mark 2:14), and 
he evidently lived and served in Ca- 
pernaum. Perhaps it was the Lord who 
gave him the second name, Matthew, 
just as He had, on another occasion, 
given an added name to Simon (see 
John 1:42). At any rate, Matthew, 
meaning “God-given,” was one of the 
men given out of the world by God the 
Father to His beloved Son (see John 
17:6). 


Verse by Verse 

Matthew 9:9—“And ... Jesus... 
saw a man, named Matthew, sitting at 
the receipt of custom: and he saith unto 
him, Follow me. And he arose, and 
followed him.” Matthew had probably 
already heard the Lord speaking in the 
synagogue of Capernaum, his home 
town. He doubtless knew also of the 
great miracle performed on the par- 
alytic (see Matt. 9:1-8); and thus his 
heart was prepared for the call that he 


now received. The “receipt of customs” - 


was the tollhouse where the tax was 
levied, and upon the word of Christ this 
publican, or collector, instantly re- 
sponded. 

Verse 10—“And ... as Jesus sat at 
meat in the house, behold, many pub- 
licans and sinners came and sat down 
with him and his disciples.” We learn 
from the other Evangelists that this 
was Matthew’s own house and that it 
was a great dinner (see Mark 2:15; 
Luke 5:29). Evidently it was a feast 
in honor of his new Master, and at the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“When he giveth quietness, who 
then can make trouble?” (Job 34: 
29.) 




















same time it served as an opportunity 
to say farewell to many of his old busi- 
ness associates. Then, too, these as- 
sociates would meet, and hear the Lord 
Jesus. And so “a great company” was 
gathered together for the occasion. 

Verse 11—“And when the Pharisees 
saw it, they said unto his disciples, 
Why eateth your Master with publi- 
cans and sinners?” These Pharisees 
were of that rigid religious section of 
Judaism that constantly emphasized 
externals at the expense of inward real- 
ity. They probably were not among 
the guests, for they disdained tax col- 
lectors, but made their observation by 
looking in through the open doors. 
They did not address their question 
directly to the Lord Himself, but they 
addressed it to the disciples. Why did 
this so-called prophet—their Master— 
breach accepted convention by min- 
gling with outcasts like this? 

Verse 12—“But when Jesus heard 
that, he said unto them, They that be 
whole need not a physician, but they 
that are sick.” The “whole,” or the 
healthy, was an ironic reference to 
these Pharisees. The sad fact was that 
they were afflicted with the very. worst 
form of disease, namely, religious pride 
and self-sufficiency. In their own esti-. 
mation they were in perfect shape, and 
stood in no need of any spiritual medi- 
cines. 

Verse 13.—“But go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have miercy, and 
not sacrifice: for I am not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repent-— 
ance.” Here the Lord silenced those 
heartless religious pretenders with the 
very weapon that they professed to 
honor, namely, the Scriptures. Quot- 


ing from one of their own prophets’ — 
(see Hos. 6:6), He pointed out that al-” 


though sacrifice and ceremony were im- 
portant, to show practical mercy 
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even more important. Mere ceremony, 


if alone, was worthless. It was com- 
pletely invalidated if unaccompanied 
by charity and the kindly readiness to 
lift men’s heavy burdens. To forgive 
sin and to heal hearts on. the basis of 
repentance was the prime object of His 
mission. But for those who had no 
sense of need, He had no message at all. 


Matthew 10:1—“‘And when he had 
called unto him his twelve disciples, he 
gave them power against unclean spir- 
its, to cast them out, and to heal all 
manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease.” The Twelve here were not 
only disciples but also Christ’s apostles, 
or envoys. They were His special mes- 
sengers who had been selected by Him 
for a particular ministry (see Luke 6: 
13). And now the time had come for 
Him to present His kingly claims to the 
nation of Israel, and inasmuch as “the 
Jews require a sign” (1 Cor. 1:22), He 
here empowered these twelve men to 
provide this miraculous credential. 
Complete authority over both demons 
and disease was conferred upon them. 
These being two of the greatest sources 
of evil, the Lord Jesus would demon- 
strate, through His twelve delegates, 
His unqualified superiority over both. 


Verse 2—“‘Now the names of the 
twelve apostles are these; The first, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother; James the son of Zebedee, 
and John his brother.” These two sets 
of brothers were usually at the head 
of the list and they all came from the 
same area of Galilee. 


Verse 3.—“Philip, and Bartholomew; 
Thomas, and Matthew the publican; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Leb- 
baeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus.” 


Here are the names of six more. Bar-— 
tholomew was probably Nathanael (see . 


John 1:45). And it is also considered 
likely. that Lebbaeus Thaddaeus was the 
other Judas (“not Iscariot,” see John 
14; 22). 


Verse 4—“Simon the Canaanite, and 
Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him.” 
These two completed the roster. Simon 
is called “Zelotes” in Luke 6:15, indi- 
cating that he was marked by a burn- 
ing zeal. In his preconversion days 
Simon may have belonged to a patri- 
otic Jewish movement that opposed 
Roman authority, and this distinguish- 
ing epithet clung to him in the after 
years. 

The Heart of the Lesson 

Though heartily despised by his Jew- 
ish compatriots, and classed with out- 
cast sinners, ‘Matthew was certainly not 
despised by Jesus, the Messiah and 
Son of God.’ On the contrary, he was 
the object of Christ’s interest and love, 
and later on, received the great honor 
of authoring the Gospel of the King 
and His Kingdom. 

It required only two words from the 
Lord to transform the life of this man. 
One day as he sat in his tollhouse, the 
Lord passed by, and looking on this 
Official said, “Follow me.” 

Threé actions followed—a forsaking, 
& following, and a feasting. 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


2. July 9—Andrew, a Fisher of Men. 
Matthew 4:18-20; Mark 8:14-19a; 
John 1:35-44; 6:8, 9; 12:20-22 


Next Week’s Lesson 


4. July 23.—M and Martha, Friends 
of Jesus. uke 10:38-42; John 


11:1-44; 12:1-8 _ 








There was no hesitation; there were 
no questions raised. Matthew forsook 
everything. The claims of business sur- 
rendered to the higher claims of the 
new Master. His obedience was prompt 
and unquestioning. He concluded that 
the commands of the Master would be 
his enablements, and that to Him hence- 
forth belonged his fullest allegiance. 
Therefore he immediately followed 
Christ. 

As suggested, this dinner, arranged 
by Matthew in his own home, may 
have been in the nature of a farewell 
party to his old business friends. Or it 
may have been given primarily to 
honor Jesus. At any rate, they were all 
there. And the ugly criticism of the 
religionists provided the Saviour with 
an opportunity to declare not only the 
worthlessness of empty ceremonialism, 
but the shining truth of His glorious 
mission. He had come from Heaven 
in order to call lost sinners to repent- 
ance and make for them an eternal 
feast with Himself in Heaven. And in 
the meantime He would send them 
forth, equipped by His power, as His 
representatives. 

From a scorned employee of the 
hated Roman government, Matthew was 
promoted to the position of a royal 
ambassador of the King of kings! 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The forsaking and the feasting 
(Matt. 9:9, 10; Luke 5: 27-29) 

2. The critics and the Christ (Matt. 9: 
11-13; Luke 5:30-32) 

3. The message and the messengers 
(Matt. 10: 1-4) 


Topics for Development 


The Use of Our. Homes for Gospel 
Furtherance. The newly converted 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT was a publican? 
2. What was Matthew doing 
when Jesus called him? 
3. What did the Lord Jesus say to 
him? 
4. What was his immediate response? 
5. What was Matthew’s further re- 
sponse? 
6. What is more important than sac- 
rifice? 
7. What did Jesus not come to do? 
8. What did He come to do? 
9. What did Jesus give to His apostles 
before He sent them forth? 
10. How may we use our homes for 
the Lord? 


Matthew opened his home to the Lord 
Jesus and His disciples, and also invited 
his old business friends to his table. 
The dinner party became the setting 
for a great pronouncement on the part 
of Jesus Christ concerning the true pur- 
pose of His coming among men. 

Mary and Martha of Bethany also 
welcomed the Saviour frequently into 
their family circle with happy and 
far-reaching results. The same applies 
to the nameless householder whose 
“large upper room furnished” (Luke 22: 
12) provided the scene of the Last Sup- 
per. Then, some years later, that godly 
couple, Aquila and Priscilla, opened 
their home to a fervent preacher named 
Apollos, and imparted to him further 
truths that they had learned from the 
lips of Paul (see Acts 18: 24-28). 

But in apostolic times homes were 
used for more than social fellowship 
among the saints. They often served 
as the gathering place of the local 
church. “The church that is in their 
house” is an expression that occurs sev- 
eral times in the New Testament (see 
Rom. 16:5; 1 Cor. 16:19; Col. 4:15; 
Philem. 2). Here these early believers 
met for prayer, fellowship, the Lord’s 
Supper, and the study of the Scriptures. 
And it is not difficult to understand 
how deep and real that communion of 
heart with heart must have been. 
Breaking bread from house to house, 
they ate their food with gladness and 
singleness of heart. They praised God 
together and had favor -with the people. 
No wonder that the Lord was pleased, 


and that “he added to the church daily” © 


(Acts 2: 46, 47). 

There is much in the Bible to en- 
courage a more spiritual use of our 
homes today. 


Practical Applications 

Much present-day Christian service 
is done with noise and ostentation. Self- 
confidence and self-importance often 
mar the Christian leader who, if he is 
to be a true representative of his Mas- 
ter, should really make himself of -no 
reputation (see Phil. 2:7). 

Matthew was a man of lowly rank. 
But he was also a man_.of lowly heart, 
with whom there was a marked ab- 
sence of self-esteem. This is seen, in 
the course of the writing of his Gospel, 
when he referred to the feast that he 
gave. He mentions that it was held in 
“the house” (Matt. 9:10). But Luke 
informs us that it was-held in Mat- 
thew’s “own house”; moreover, Luke 
describes it as “a great feast” (see Luke 
5:29). The converted taxgatherer’s 
modesty prevented him from mention- 
ing either of these touches. 

When he penned his Gospel, under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, he 
was anxious that his readers see the 
King only. 

There is no place in the Christian 
realities for pride and self-display, for 
such if the very antithesis of self-cru- 
cifixion. If Christ is to be magnified in 
our body, then we must deny self, sub- 
mit to His sovereignty, and proclaim 
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Golden Text 
Luke 5:28.— 

followed him.” This is a simple state- 

ment, but it is full of spiritual signifi- 


“He left all, rose up, and 


cance. These three actions—leaving, 
rising, and following—clearly indicate 
the depth of Matthew’s consecration to 
Christ. His obedience was instant and 
unqualified, and we have no reason for 
believing that he ever defected. 


NortH Patm Beacu, F1La. 

















From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGcESTED HyMNS 


“More About Jesus” 
“In Loving Kindness Jesus Came” 
“If You Are Tired of the Load of Your Sin” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—For the 
Bible in our own tongue, O Lord, and 
freedom to use it, we thank Thee. Where 
people lack this blessing, O God, we 
pray it may be provided. Use trans- 
lators, publishers, and distributors of 
the Sériptures, also preachers, mission- 
aries, evangelists, and teachers to give 
the Word of Life to a dying world. Let 
our study of Matthew the publican re- 
mind us that Thy power in changing 
him is offered us and may we, like 
Matthew, rise up, leave all, and follow 
Christ. Bring Thy merciful help, O 
Father, to all who suffer from human 
strife and cruelty. Show mercy to the 
sick, the poor, and the troubled. Guide 
the leaders of our time into ways of 
right, truth, and wisdom. Bless and 
guide us through a new week, making 
us channels of Thy blessing to others. 
Forgive our sins and give us victory 
over our temptations, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


FoR THE BLACKBOARD 





“The ep ote heftcall” 
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After the Lesson.—Little touches in 
the Bible are often full of meaning. 
In this lesson Matthew alone of the 
Gospel writers describes himself as “the 
publican.” . That was to say that people 
thought him no good. Publicans got 
rich by collecting taxes for the Ro- 
mans. Patriotic Jews despised any of 
their own people who would do that as 
being disloyal to their own nation. 


Usually, too, a publican was greedy, - 


dishonest, and hardhearted. So when 
Matthew paints himself as a former 
publican, he is telling us what Jesus 
had done for his soul. He is saying, 
“I was sinking deep in sin, but Jesus 
saved me.” By leaving his old life and 
turning to Christ, Matthew lost the load 
of his sin. 

Another little touch in today’s lesson 
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is in the Golden Text. Matthew is too 
modest to mention it, but Luke says of 


Matthew, “He left all” to follow Jesus. ° 


Matthew held nothing back. At his 
conversion he turned himself over to 
Jesus to be entirely His. Being one 
who could write, he evidently used 
that skill to keep notes of all he heard 
Christ say and all he saw Him do or 
suffer. The result is the Gospel of Mat- 
thew with which our New Testament 
opens. Only God knows how many 
people have found Christ through Mat- 
thew’s account of Him. 

So, “if you are tired of the load of 
your sin,” do what Matthew did, “let 
Jesus come into your heart.” So too, 
‘if you desire a new life to begin, let 
Jesus come into your heart” and, like 
Matthew, let Him have all there is of 
you. 

OcEAN Park, B.’C., Can. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


ATTHEW is the inspired writer of 
the book that bears his name— 
hence we have his own account of how 
and where the Lord apprehended him. 
He says the Lord passed that way, 
saw him seated in the tax office, and 
said, “Follow me!” and he immediately 
responded. A very brief and definite 
testimony! 

In this day of His grace, the Lord 
Jesus is passing our way, so to speak. 
He sees us regardless of where we are 
and what we are doing. He says, “Come 
unto me” (Matt. 11:28). His cordial in- 
vitation deserves an immediate accept- 
ance. Those who respond enjoy the 
“rest” He promised. 


I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“Come unto Me and rest; 
Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 

y head upon My breast.” 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

Weary and worn and sad; 
I found in Him a resting piace, 

And He has made me glad. 

oratins Bonar 


eo. titi and sinners 
came” (Matt. 9:10).—Quite likely those 
who reclined at meat in Matthew’s 
house were his cronies, taxgatherers as 
he had been. As a class, they were 
despised by the self-righteous Phari- 
sees. The Pharisees did not hesitate 
to express their amazement over the 
fact that the Lord ate with them. 

The disciples did not find it necessary 
to defend their Lord’s action. The Lord 
Himself answered the question as to 
why He ate with publicans and sinners. 

“They that be whole need not a phy- 
sician, but they that are sick” (Matt. 
9:12).—He is the Great Physician for 
sin-sick souls. The self-righteous who 
imagine they are all that they should 
be, feel no need of him. 

When Saul of Tarsus was “a Phari- 
see, the son of a Pharisee” (Acts 23:6), 


he knew what it was to persecute the 
Lord Jesus and His disciples. But there 
came a day when he saw himself as 
the “chief of sinners.” How he rejoiced 
then that “Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners” (1 Tim. 1:15), 

It is said that as Vanderbilt, the 
mighty multimillionaire, approached 
the gates of death, he called a faithful 
negro servant to come to his bedside 
and sing the old Gospel song: 


Come, ye sinners, r and needy, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore, 

Jesus ready stands to save you, 
Pull - pity, love, and Soren 


Let not " conscience make you Mager, 

Nor of fitness fondly totem, 

the fitness He req 

Is to feel your need of Him! 

The aged servant put much feeling 
and pleading pathos into his singing of 
the hymn. And at the conclusion of 
the singing, Vanderbilt, forgetting his 
millions, said: “I’m a poor and needy 
sinner.” 

. learn what that meaneth, I will 
have mercy, and not sacrifice” (Matt. 
9:13).—The Pharisees might boast of 
the costly sacrifices which they brought 
to Jewish altars; but if they were of- 
fered in a self-righteous spirit, they 
were not acceptable to the Lord. He 
would prefer the showing of mercy 
toward needy souls, than the offering 
of such sacrifices. “Without that love 
which shows itself in acts of mercy to 
the souls and bodies of men, all sacri- 
fice is useless” (Dr. E. B. Pusey). 

“I am not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners to repentance” (Matt. 9: 
13).—Could our Lord’s mission to earth 
be stated in simpler words? How can 
the preachers of the “social gospel,” as 
it is called, misunderstand such plain 
language? 

And why will sinners delay coming 
to Him while they vainly attempt to 
improve their condition? It is their 
sins that give them a claim on the 
sinner’s Saviour. 

A tract of mine captioned: “Calling 
All Sinners” and containing the words 
of Luke 5:31, 32 was dropped by a tract 
distributor into the open window of a 
car parked by a hospital. 

In due time I received a letter from 
a nurse informing me that the car was 
hers—and that she was a very good 
person. She raved and ranted against 
the word “sinners.” She failed to give 
her address, so I could not inform her 
that the word was the Lord’s, not mine, 
and that she, as a nurse, should know 
that only sick persons need the doctor. 

“ . . and Matthew the publican” 
(Matt. 10:3).—In the minds of the Phar- 
isees, Matthew’s name was linked with 
the worst of men. In this passage it is 
enrolled among the most highly favored 
men—the “apostles of the Lamb!” And 
the last place his name appears is in 
the everlasting foundations of the wall 
of the tax-exempt City Foursquare! 
(Rev. 21:14.) 

Wawona, CALIF. 


‘He is able to give comfort, because 
He has the comfort in Himself—J. RB 
Miller. 
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The Illustration Round Table 
Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


Pogo weg, be 5 had upon request Tisnes, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
an ont the lessons for the year 1961 
be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
ry a postpaid, from the same address. 
She’d Rather Have Jesus.—He left all, 
rose up, and followed him (Luke 5:28, 
Golden Text). A few years ago a weal- 
thy society girl came to our Island 
Camp in the Adirondacks, and there 
gave her heart to Jesus Christ. She 
went home to witness to her parents. 
At first they ridiculed, jeered, and 
laughed at her. When they found that 
all their ridicule didn’t do any good, 
they decided to change their tactics, 
and so her father went out and bought 
her an automobile—a convertible. He 
said, “Young lady, this car is yours pro- 
vided you won't carry this Bible around 
any more, or talk about Jesus Christ, or 
listen to these Gospel programs, or go 
to any of those churches where they 
preach that Gospel.” The young lady 
looked at her dad for a moment, then 
handed the keys of the car back to her 
father and said, “Thank you for the car, 
Dad, but I’d rather have Jesus.” Yes, 
and I’d rather have Jesus, too. Wouldn't 
you?—From Jack Wyrtzen in The Evan- 
gel. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


Who Found Whom?—As Jesus passed 
forth from thence, he saw a man (Matt. 
9:9). Yam Sing, on his examination for 
membership on experience before the 
Baptist Church, San Francisco, in re- 
sponse to the question, “How did you 
find Jesus?” answered, “I no find Jesus 
at all; he find me.” He passed.—From 
“Spurgeon’s Sermon Notes.” Sent by 
Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Converted Ricksha Man.—Many pub- 
licans and sinners came and sat down 
with him (Matt. 9:10). A Bible School 
student was holding meetings at 
Iwakuni, two hours ride from Hiro- 
shima. There was a notorious drinking 
Ticksha man there. Everyone was 
afraid of him. One night he came to the 
service at a mission and found Christ. 
Now he is so changed that the whole 
village is amazed. Now he uses his 
ricksha for Christ. When Mrs. Oye goes 
down there for the meeting, he says to 
her, “You run the meeting up to ten 
minutes of train time, and I'll be right 
there to run you to the station.” He is 
as good as his word. She climbs into 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





the ricksha and he whisks her to the 
station, priding himself on getting her 
there in time. When the meeting is 
opened for testimony, he is the first one 
on his feet. He is leading his relatives 
to the Lord.—From Bible Expositor and 
Tuluminator. Sent by Edith M. Bennett, 
Lenore, W. Va. 


Unclaimed Letter—And Jesus an- 
swering said unto them, They that are 
whole need not a physician; but they 
that are sick (Matt. 9:12). Years ago a 
letter arrived at the Hokitika Post Of- 
fice addressed “To any sinner in 
Hokitika.” It remained for 30 days 
without finding a claimant, either inside 
or outside the Post Office. The usual 
time for holding letters having expired, 
it was marked “Unclaimed” and sent 
to the Dead Letter Office. The clerk 
who opened it, knowing that his senior 
officer was a Christian, handed it to him 
with a laughing remark as to the strange 
address. He turned to his fellow clerks 
and said, “Gentlemen, here is an un- 
claimed letter addressed to any sinner 
in Hokitika; perhaps some of you would 
like to claim it.” None would take the 
place of a sinner and reach forth his 
hand to accept the Gospel message the 
letter contained. It is even as our Lord 
said, “Ye will not come to me, that ye 
might have life.”"—From Bible Ezxposi- 
tor and Illuminator. Sent by the Rev. 
W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Longer Rope.—I am not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repentance 
(Matt. 9:13). In a town in the north of 
Scotland a benevolent Unitarian minis- 
ter once took to preaching in the streets. 
He spoke of the beauty of goodness and 
invited sinners to the happiness of a 
virtuous and orderly life. A group of 
waifs and harlots stood near. One of 
them, who had not lost all her mother 
wit, replied to him in her native dialect, 
“Eh, mon, your rope’s nae lang eneuch 
for the like’s o’ us” (i.e., your rope’s not 
long enough for the like of us). The 
minister’s gospel was not capable of 
reaching down to the depths to which 
waifs and harlots had fallen. It was a 
longer rope, a profounder gospel, that 
they felt they needed. From Prairie 
Overcomer. Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, 
Andes, N. Y. 


Many Different Jobs—Now the names 
of the twelve. apostles are these (Matt. 
10:2). The word apostle means “one 
who is sent.” The Twelve were called 
apostles because they were sent forth to 
preach the Gospel. Says a missionary: 
“I think of the simple young lady, not 
medically trained, just with a little 
knowledge picked up in a dispensary, 
going to Persia because she was sent— 
she was ready to go where the Lord 
sent her—and, in the simplest way, go- 
ing backward and forward among the 
women in Ispahan, Persia, and its sub- 
urbs until the British Ambassador in 
Persia wrote to the Prime Minister of 
England and said: ‘The Shah of Persia 
and his government do not object to all 
the missionaries, but if you could 
quietly persuade the Church Missionary 
Society to withdraw that young lady, 





they would be less afraid of what might 
happen.’ And I think of a sister of a 
British member of Parliament going out 
at the age of fifty-five. Why did she go? 
Because the Lord sent her. She could 
not learn the language; she was too old 
and she found she could not do it. She 
learned the hymns by rote, without 
understanding them, that she might sing 
them at the bedside of patients in the 
mission hospital. But she did some- 
thing else; she cared for the houses and 
homes of the younger missionaries so 
that they might have no domestic duties 
to attend to and would be free to go out 
to teach. She wrote to me: ‘I cannot 
learn the language, but I am cleaning 
the pots and pans for Christ.’ There are 
diversities of government, but the same 
Lord is working in '—From Earnest 
Worker. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Bit of Broken Glass—Matthew the 
publican (Matt. 10:3). Even a poor 
bit of a broken glass bottle, lying on a 
dustheap, will shine with the brilliance 
of a diamond when the sunlight falls 
upon it—From Praise-Prayer-Promise, 
by Canon F. J. Horsefield. Sent by 
Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, 
Eng. 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 525) 

. A tax collector. 

. Sitting at the “receipt of custom.” 

“Follow me.” 

He forsook all and followed. 

He made a feast and invited Jesus. 

Mercy. 

. To call the righteous. 

To call sinners to repentance. 

. Power over demons and disease. 


We may use our homes to invite 
non-Christians in for social intercourse 
and witness. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
A Man Whi 


0 Followed 
(Matt. 9:9-13) 


ISPLAY some coins, a pen, and a 

bottle of ink. What man in the 
Bible used to take in money, and later 
with pen and ink did something that 
has made him famous? (Pupils may 
suggest others than Matthew, such as 
John and Peter.) How did he earn 
his money? What did he write? 

There are good ways and wrong ways 
to get money. What are some of the 
good ways? What are wrong ways? 
One of the wrong ways in Bible times 
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SEASHORE-Stey at a small, friendly hotel. 
Close to beach, boardwalk, churches, and 
restaurants. Pleasant, airy rooms. Reasonable 
rates. Under Christian management. Write: 
HOTEL READING, 121 E. Oak Ave., Wildwood, 
N. J. Phone: 522-8288. 
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for ONLY $1.00 100 items 
wil be ey. iat, Scheel, 
Te aie aoe” 

Windshield Stickers Offered Free 


Attractive, colored windshield stickers 
(“Ye Must Be Born Again”) are avail- 
able without charge from Atlanta Testa- 
ment League, P. O. Box 425, Atlanta 1, 
a Send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope with your request. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


@ You to know that Commies and Mos- 
lems win N , teaching that the 
Bible is the white man’s book to make 
Negroes subservient. 

ee More people to be deeply concerned 
about oom a anti-Christ teaching. 

eee That this CBI work of God needs 
workérs, needs prayer helpers, needs 
Pang to more fully enter open doors 

r ’ 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 


Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga. 
Talmage Payne, Director 














PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
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WRITE FOR Flee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 
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was to collect too big taxes on every- 
thing being bought or sold or carried 
through town to market. That job 
made Matthew rich! (Use flannelboard 
scene of Matthew with loaded donkeys 
or camels.) He could charge as much 
as he could get on every caravan going 
through Capernaum loaded with things 
to sell. And many caravans went 
through! Capernaum was on great 
trade routes from the Northeast to the 
coast. (Indicate Damascus, Capernaum, 
the Mediterranean coast.) Boats 
brought things across the Sea of Gali- 
lee, too. Oh, yes, Matthew must send 
on a certain amount to the Roman gov- 
ernment, but all the rest he could keep 
for himself. Honest people despised 
him, hated him. He could cheat! He 
Was as good as a traitor, working for 
the enemy to get rich himself! His 
only friends were other publicans—the 
tax and toll collectors—and bad people. 
(Pass several people quickly by Mat- 
thew, then place others around him.) 

Though I do not know, I imagine 
Matthew joined the crowds that went 
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to hear the country preacher, John the 
Baptist. (Scene with John, crowd, Mat- 
thew.) Matthew’s heart was touched, 
too, when he heard that the Great 
Promised One was coming soon.. John 
the Baptist warned the people (read 
Luke 3:8a, 9). Did Matthew want to 
be like the tree with bad fruit—cut 
down, burned up? What question did 
he and his friends ask John the Bap- 
tist? (v. 12.) What did John reply? 
(v. 13.) 

Back at his little tollhouse by the 


road along the Sea of Galilee, Matthew _ 


often saw the Lord Jesus going by. 
(Move figure for Jesus past Matthew.) 
He heard Him speak to the crowds on 
the beach. (Place Jesus and crowd at 
one side.) He saw or heard about the 
sick man whose sins were forgiven. 
(Jesus and sick man at one side.) He 
saw Andrew and Peter, James and 
John, and Philip going with the Lord 
Jesus every day. (Disciples added, then 
remove all except Matthew.) Do you 
suppose Matthew had stopped his cheat- 
ing and charged only a fair amount? 

One day a thrilling thing happened 
—thrilling for the despised, hated tax 
man! The Lord Jesus stopped right in 
front of him. Just two words, but how 
much they meant to Matthew! “Fol- 
low me.” The Lord Jesus wanted him, 
the publican! “He left all, rose up, and 
followed him” (Luke 5:28, Golden Text. 
Move figures away together.) 

Matthew wanted all his friends to 
know this Saviour and Friend, too. So 
he had a big dinner, invited all his 
despised, bad friends, and invited the 
Lord Jesus and His disciples. Would 
the bad people come? Would the Lord 
and His friends come? The religious 
people, the Pharisees, could not under- 
stand it. How did the Lord explain it? 
(Have class read Matt. 9:11-13.) Did 
Matthew make good? He tells it him- 
self in the book he wrote afterward 
(Matt. 10: 1-3 through “publican.”) 

Does the Lord want you? (Flannel- 
board of Lord and child.) What bad 
ways would you have to leave to fol- 
low Him? How can you get others 
acquainted with Him? (Add other chil- 
dren.) You can use pen and ink or 
pencil. You can go two by two with 
invitations to our Sunday school. 
(Make attractive invitations to leave 
in homes where there are children. Cut 
out pictures of children or Bible stories 
or use flower and bird seals to deco- 
rate.) “As we have therefore oppor- 
tunity, let us do good unto all men” 
(Gal. 6:10, Memory Verse). 


ORONO, MAINE. 
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No man has ever been a winner of 
souls who did not know and believe 
in the Devil. Men are taken captive 
by him at his will. If we first know 
that, then we shall know that the vic- 
tory on Calvary, and the efficacy of the 
blood of the Son of God, believed and 
pleaded in prayer, are the only things 
that will make him give way, and en- 
able us to pluck the prey out of the 
hand of the mighty.—Paget Wilkes. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning let us have 

Vivian tell the story she found in 
Numbers 21:1-9. The brazen serpent 
that Moses placed on the pole at God’s 
command is a type of our sins, which 
Jesus took upon Himself when he was 
lifted up upon the cross. The snake- 
bitten Israelite who looked upon the 
brazen serpent was saved from death. 
And the sinner who looks at the Cross 
of Christ and sees there, by faith, the 
Saviour bearing God’s judgment for his 
sins is saved from eternal death. Think 
of that, as we learn John 3:14: “And as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil- 
derness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up.” 

Which one of the twelve disciples 
did we talk about last week? (An- 
drew.) Suppose we learn a rhyme 
about all twelve. 

These are the twelve disciples’ names, 

Peter, Andrew, John and James, 
and Bartholomew, 

Matthew next, and Thomas 

James the less and Judas = greater, 

Simon Zelotes and Judas the traitor. 

Our subject today is potent one of 
the three apostles chosen by God to 
write a book of the New Testament. 
Who were the other two? (Peter and 
John.) Right. 

Let us see what we can learn about 
the writer of the first Book of the 
New Testament. 

Turn to Matthew 9:9-13. Matthew 
himself wrote this account of his call. 
How briefly he tells it, scarcely men- 
tioning the money-making job he gave 
up for Christ’s sake. Matthew was a 
publican, or customs officer when Jesus 
called him. The Jews despised and dis- 
liked those of their nation who accepted 
the job of collecting taxes from them 
for the Roman government. In the 
first place they hated having to pay 
taxes to the Romans, for they always 
remembered that the land of Palestine 
really belonged to them. It was be- 
cause of their sins that God had al- 


lowed the Romans to occupy their - 


country and rule over them. Secondly, 
taxgatherers were usually rich, because 
they were free to get as much money 
as they could from the people. They 
had to send in the full amount Rome 
demanded, but whatever more they 
could get was their pay. 

Matthew was evidently a wealthy 
publican. But when Jesus called him, 
he left all he had and followed Jesus. 
He is an illustration of the chorus, 


Miook full oe ae ta00; 
will grow 


prow we learn of Matthew’s call, we- 


are told of a great feast he gave 80 


that his publican friends could all meet 


Jesus. In his Gospel, he does not tell 
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that he made a great feast in his own 
house. That is told in Luke 5:29. Mat- 
thew only records how the Pharisees 
criticized Jesus for eating with publi- 
cans, and then goes on to tell some of 
the wonderful words the Lord spoke 
on that occasion. How happy the pub- 
licans and. sinners gathered around 
Matthew’s table must have felt to hear 
the Saviour say, “I am not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance.” 

Matthew must have been rich to have 
a house large enough to hold the great 
company of publicans and their friends 
whom he had invited to this feast. When 
we meet Matthew in Heaven, we can 
ask him how many of those who came 
to his house that day believed in Jesus. 

Matthew immediately left his fine 
home and gainful occupation to follow 
Jesus. Before he met the Lord, he was 
disliked by the Jews because of his be- 
ing a publican. Yet the Lord chose 
him to write the Gospel of Matthew, 
which is particularly directed to the 
Jews. Matthew’s book contains more 
than sixty-five references to Old Tes- 
tament prophecies that were fulfilled 
by Jesus. These fulfilled prophecies 
prove that Jesus was the Messiah. 
Christian workers among Jews still give 
copies of Matthew’s Gospel to them, to 
prove to them that Jesus was their 
Messiah. The Lord transformed Mat- 
thew from a money getter from his 
own nation, to an apostle who has en- 
riched thousands of Jews by leading 
them to Christ. 

I once had a Sunday school teacher 
who said, “True humility does not con- 
sist in thinking meanly of oneself, but 
in not thinking of oneself at all.” 
Judged by that standard, which I be- 
lieve is the right one, Matthew was a 
truly humble man. His account of the 
life of our Lord is centered wholly 
upon Him, while Matthew has left him- 
self out so much that we need Luke to 
let us know a little more about him. 
It is true that all Bible writers were 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, but it is 
evident that He inspired them in line 
with their personalities, and not con- 
trary to them. As we remember An- 
drew for action and for helpfulness, let 
us remember Matthew for humility and 
generosity. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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Vanishing Protestant Heritage 
(Continued from page 523) 


liberty, and happiness are spiritual 
blessings. Each believer is free to 
search the Scriptures for himself and 
is required to believe only that which 
can be proved from the Bible. 

Neither materialistic secularism nor 
clerical Catholicism has ever provided 
an adequate soil in which a free gov- 
ernment can grow. Sometimes de- 
Mmocracy has emerged out of an uneasy 
balance between the two. Secularism 
is weak because it has the wrong goal. 
Catholicism is hampered by clerical 
control. 

Although not all early Americans 
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PTL OPENS 


SOUTH AMERICA 
CAMPAIGN 





The gigantic 
conflict of forces that are shaking the 


world is present in South America too. 


The destiny of 139 million souls is at stake. 


God opened Africa’s doors to PTL for a continent-wide evangeliza- 
tion and Scripture distribution campaign during the most critical 
period in the history of that Continent. Now He has opened the 
way for a similar campaign in South America in her hour of crisis. 

Your prayers and your support are needed for this great task, 
You have not failed us in the past .as we have carried out this 
same great mission in Japan, Korea, Formosa, Africa and other 
countries. No continent stands in deeper need of our prayers and 
missionary effort than South America. No area is more important 
to the free world. 


Write for new illustrated brochure on South America. 


ALFRED A. KUNZ, International Director 
POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE « 


49 HONECK STREET . ENGLEWOOD, NEW JERSEY 
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.were Protestants, the Protestant vision 
contributed largely to the meaning and 
purpose of our national life in its 
formative years. Many Protestants and 
non-Protestants appreciate the fruits 
without regard for the roots. For in- 
stance, our public school system received 
strong impetus in colonial America 
through the Protestant concern that 
every person should be able to read the 
Bible for himself. This objective was 
written into Massachusetts law on No- 
vember 11, 1647, in what is quaintly 
called The Old Deluder, Satan, Act. 
The law was -to guard against the de- 
lusions that could come to a generation 
of youngsters who could not read the 
Bible for themselves. The New Eng- 
land Primer carried out the purpose 
of this law by teaching children to read 
the Bible using sentences like these: 
“A—In Adam’s Fall we sinned all,” or, 
“B—This Book attend.” 

The moral and spiritual impact of 
this Biblical foundation continued for 
many years. Two centuries later, in 
1848, Horace Mann, the first secretary 








of the Massachusetts board of education, © 


recognized in his final report “that re- 
ligious instruction in our schools... 
was indispensable to their highest wel- 
fare, and essential to the vitality of 
“moral education.”1 Although he op- 
posed sectarian teaching, he vigorously 
denied that he had “ever attempted... 
to exclude the Bible from the schools,” 2 
Mann regarded the Bible as the divid- 





ing line between religion (which he 
allowed) and sectarianism (which he 
opposed). 

Today the dividing line has been 
moved over and is being relocated so 
as to confine school programs to strict 
secularism. Since the schools are the 
principal channel for passing our herit- 
age on to the rising generation, a with- 
ering in the branches of the American 
tree must eventually follow this tend- 
ency to cut off the influence of God at 
the main root. 

Early signs of these changes are al- 
ready visible. One ninth grader came 
home from school discussing capital 
punishment. Significantly she thought 
the only problem was: What kind of 
law will work best? The newspaper re- 
ported that a California high school 
teacher gave his class a questionaire on 
their sex practices. At a school board 
hearing the teacher explained that he 
intended to find out what the average 
student did so the pupils could deter- 
mine whether they were normal. 

The secularist views the operation of 
the government as largely without 
moral meaning. Civics courses are apt 
to follow this slant. Can true life, lib- 
erty, and the pursuit of happiness sur- 
vive in the atmosphere created by this 
mood? Christ was crucified on the 
contention that it would be better for 
the nation if He were put out of the 
way (John 11:50). In some countries 
property is confiscated without com- 
pensation by the government and basic 
liberties are denied on the ground that 
such actions are necessary for the com- 
mon good. Liberty is never safe where 
men are restrained only by their ideas 
of what will work best in a given situ- 
ation. 

Yet secularism is, undoubtedly, the 
strongest force molding American life 
today. Its strength is directly in pro- 
portion to its sway over our educational 
system. 

Catholicism is also a powerful force 
due to its 12,700 elementary and second- 
ary schools, where nearly half its youth 
can be grounded in the Catholic view 
of history, science, government, and re- 
ligion. 

Protestantism is running a poor third 
because we are being absorbed by sec- 
ularism. We have no adequate edu- 
cational program to transmit our view 
to our young people. Protestant day 
schools are small and scarce. Even 
where such schools thrive, educators are 
faced with the problem of finding text 
books that present a Biblical rather 
than secular slant. Millions of Protes- 
tants who are unable to attend a Chris- 
tian school are in dire need of special 
study courses pointing up the contrasts 
between the secular and the Christian 
view of history, government, science, 
and morals. The preparation of such 
materials is a major challenge for Chris- 
tian publishing houses. 

I sat one night watching a high school 
basketball game when the band blared 
the tune of a familiar hymn set to a 
pagan drum beat. On the floor below 
a row of cheer leaders were swinging 





and swaying like night club chorus girls, 
The thing that made this performance 
so striking to me was the realization 
that just a few days before a secular 
club called the Jeffersonians had ap- 
pealed to the superintendent of schools 
to ban the singing of Christmas carols. 
Evidently Christians are not half so 
concerned about the influence of secu- 
larism on their children as the secu- 


larists are over the effect of a few ~ 


Christmas carols. 

We have become like Abraham who 
was content to dweil in Gerar and let 
Abimelech take Sarah (Gen. 20). God 
had to stir the pagan king to break up 
this relationship. If we cannot see the 
peril in the secularism we are imbibing, 
it may be that the secularist’s wrath 
against everything Christian will arouse 
us from our fateful slumber. 

OKLAHOMA CrTy, OKLA. 





1 by Leo Pfeffer in Church, State, and 
outs 384. 
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The Rimmer Memorial Hospital 
(Continued from page 523) 


major emphasis in serving those who 

are financially needy and destitute to 

the limit of the abilities and resources 
which God gives us. 

In addition to these policies the Rim- 
mer Memorial Hospital has also stated 
very clearly: ‘ 

We are just as interested in leading 

a soul to Christ in a private room as 

in a general ward and vice versa. We 

feel that in this hospital we have a 

unique opportunity to reach men and 

women from the higher classes of 

Ecuador, and we desire to use this 

opportunity to the full. 

Statistics for the last calendar year 
indicate vividly the wide scope and the 
nature of the Rimmer Memorial Hos- 
pital’s service. In a twelve-month pe- 
riod there were 12,850 out-patient 
consultations. More than 5,000 of these 
consultations were provided at the 
token cost of 3 sucres (18 cents) per 
consultation. During this same time, 
the hospital cared for 1,689 in-patients. 
More than half of the adult patients 
came to the general wards where the 
maximum daily room rate is 20 sucres 
($1.12) and where the patients do not 
pay for doctors’ services even when they 
are attended by Ecuadorian physicians 
and surgeons. Last year more than 50 
per cent of the operations were per- 
formed on these charity patients. Al- 
though medical charges in the 
are held to a bare minimum, in many 
cases patient bills have to be discounted 
heavily and in some cases, cancelled 
completely. 

Somecne will immediately ask, “How 
are these charity costs covered?” The 


answer is this; the Rimmer Memorial . 


Hospital has a Charity Fund into which 
all the undesignated missionary contri- 
butions and gifts are channeled. When 


a patient cannot pay all or part of his 
bill, the costs are met from this fund. 
Thus it can be affirmed that every cemt 





a 








i 
8 
F 
t 
y 
tl 
E 
b 
*) 
Be 
Q 
th 
Te 
al 
fr 
al 
le 
to 
ch 
to 
ur 
Pe 
m: 
wl 
thi 
an 
ur 
gir 
; 
Ec 
stu 





530 (14) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 





CF RT HREB GF 


arr 


®oPRatvars 


RSS 


BEGT?SREQSSARSSESRESRPPSR ERawoka OF 


& 


ES 4 


of undesignated missionary giving to 


the Rimmer Memorial Hospital is used 
to meet the needs of those who cannot 
afford to pay for medical service. We 
gratefully acknowledge the faithfulness 
of God and the liberality of many of 
God’s children in meeting these needs. 


In the midst of a busy medical serv- 
ice, it is easy to fall into the trap of 
slighting the spiritual ministry. At the 
Rimmer Memorial Hospital earnest at- 
tempts have been made through the 
years to avoid this pitfall and to keep 
the Gospel witness strong and effective. 
Every Tuesday morning, on a day when 
between 50 and 60 women gather for 
pre-natal clinic, a Gospel service is pre- 
sented in the hospital conference room. 
Quite regularly, visitors remain after 
the service to manifest their desire .to 
receive Christ as Saviour. Every Sunday 
afternoon a group of musicians goes 
from room to room singing the Gospel 
and giving opportunity to. the group 
leader to read from the Scriptures and 
to pray. Day after day, the hospital 
chaplains present the witness of Christ 
to the sick in the hospital and follow 
up this testimony in the homes of the 
patients after they leave. A _ special 
ministry is directed toward the mothers 
who come to the maternity section of 
the work. In addition each missionary 
and Christian worker on the staff is 
urged to utilize the opportunities God 
gives to offer the message of life. 


Twice each month, a small group of 
Ecuadorian doctors gather for a Bible 
study class sponsored by the Rimmer 
Memorial Hospital. These studies have 
made a solid impact upon these medi- 
cal men. A few have professed to ac- 
cept Jesus Christ. Others have had the 
good seed of the Word of God planted 
in their hearts and are giving serious 
attention to the claims of the Saviour. 


An important part of the Medical De- 
partment service comes in the sphere of 
hurses training through the Palmer 
School of Nursing. At this writing, nine 
young women are taking the one-year 
course leading to a certificate as a 
Nurse’s Aid. In addition to their 
medical instruction, they receive Bible 
classes and personal counseling from 
dedicated servants of the Lord. Some 
of the young women in the course who 
were not Christians when they enrolled 
have since surrendered to the Lord. A 
few of these girls are looking forward 
to service at isolated pioneer stations 
for the advance of the Gospel. 


What of the future? Expansion into 
the third floor of the hospital in order to 
double the bed capacity constitutes the 
biggest need. As the Medical Director 
said in his. annual report, “The con- 
stant question that comes to our minds 
when we determine that a patient needs 
to be hospitalized is, ‘When can we get 
a bed?’ Already the order has been 
Placed for the necessary equipment 
with which to furnish the floor. Final 
Preparations are being made in the 
building itself. The next and final step 
will come in actually putting these in- 
Creased facilities into operation, thus 
adding another 35 beds available to 
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those who come seeking the services of 
this missionary hospital.” 

We look forward to still more in the 
future. “Although the Rimmer Memo- 
rial Hospital operates at present as a 
foreign missionary project with sub- 
stantial financial support from the 


homelands, we trust that in the future | 


it can become a fully Ecuadorian in- 
stitution under the auspices and direc- 
tion of Ecuadorian Christian leaders. 
We envision that such a change can 
take place when the Ecuadorian na- 
tional church has reached sufficient size 
and maturity to undertake, direct, and 
support such a project. As a long-range 
policy we will plan to that end. This 
signifies that we will actively seek to 
employ and to train Ecuadorian Chris- 
tians for leadership in the various de- 
partments of the hospital.” (Taken from 
the Statement of Policies and Purposes 
of the RMH.) 

A few weeks ago my wife submitted 
to two major operations within four 
days in the Rimmer Memorial Hospital. 
Naturally, I spent many hours by her 
bedside. While doing this, I had good 
opportunity to observe once again the 
missionary service going on around me. 
Just across the hall lay a man who has 
an incurable disease. He has since re- 
turned home to wait for the end. While 
he was in the hospital many members of 
his family constantly visited him. I saw 
them read the Gospel literature placed 
in their hands. I had the opportunity 
of giving testimony to my faith in the 
Lord and my confidence that all things 
work together for good to those who 
love God. One night I saw the chap- 
lain enter the room to speak with this 
desperately sick man. However, I saw 
him leave a few moments later. I asked 
the reason. He told me that the patient 
said he wasn’t interested in hearing the 
Gospel. Similar things occur from time 
to time. While many folks respond to 
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the Gospel invitation, some definitely 
reject it. In the latter cases, is the serv- 
ice lost? Is it misspent? By no means. 
The whole family and the sick man 
himself have received the witness of the 
Gospel through loving care, through 
Christian living before them, and 
through the printed page. Who knows 
when the seed sown will bear fruit for 
the everlasting praise of God? 

As Christians pray and give, and as 
our faithful God supplies every need, 
the Rimmer Memorial Hospital will 
continue to move forward for the glory 
of God and the service of Ecuador in 
memory of Dr. Harry Rimmer. 


Quito, EcuaDoR 
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Daily Bible Re on the International 
Lessons, issued | ie ad International 
Sunday School Committee 

July 10 to 16 


Mon.—Luke 5:27-32. 
Leaving All To Follow Christ. 
A publican was a taxgatherer for 
the Romans; Levi was another name 
for Matthew. He did not waste time 
in argument when he was called by the 
Lord Jesus, but followed Him at once. 
Our lives would be happier and more 
useful if we obeyed aS promptly. The 
scribes and Pharisees could not find 
any real reason for criticism of the Lord 
Jesus, so they put the worst construction 
on His perfectly innocent actions. They 
have their followers today, but let us 
not be among them. The Lord Jesus 
meant that he did not come to call 
those who thought they were right- 
eous, but those who knew they were 
sinners. 


Tues—Mark 8:31-37. 
Losing and Finding Life. 
Just as He forewarned His disciples 
of tribulation (John 16:33), so the Lord 
Jesus foreshadowed His own sufferings. 
With perhaps only one exception, when- 
ever the Lord Jesus foretold His death, 
He also spoke of His resurrection. Once 
again Peter was hasty and presump- 
tuous, this time rebuking his Lord and 
Master. In His rebuke Christ showed 
that He knew Satan was back of Peter’s 
rash words. Peter’s rebuke as recorded 
by Matthew (16:22) was translated by 
John Wesley as, “Favor Thyself, Lord,” 
which He never did. Restating the 
truth of the last verses here, Jim Elliot, 
who gave his life in trying to reach the 
Aucas, said, “He is no fool who gives 
what he cannot keep to gain what he 
cannot lose.” 


Wed.—Matthew 12:46-50. 
The Family of Faith. 
“There is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother,” said Solomon (Prov. 
18:24). We sometimes find that true 
in our relations with family and friends, 
but it is especially applicable to these 
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words of the Lord Jesus. That is, the 
bonds of those who are in Christ are 
stronger and more lasting than the ties 
of an earthly family. Of Christ and 
believers the writer of Hebrews says, 
“He is not ashamed to call them breth- 
ren” (2:11). The Lord Jesus showed 
that it is those who love Him and keep 
His commandments who are truly mem- 
bers of His family (John 14:23; 15:10). 


Thurs.—Matthew 9:27-38. 
Christ Seeks the Lost. 
Here are two healings: one, of the 
blind men, where the cure depended 
on their faith; the other, of the dumb 
man, of whose faith nothing is said. It 
is not right, and sometimes cruel, to 
tell all sick people that they are not 
healed because their faith is not strong 
enough. If great crowds sometimes puz- 
zle and depress us, remember that “he 
was moved with compassion on them,” 
and that He still loves people. He 
tells us to pray that workers may be 
sent forth to bring them to Christ. 


Fri—1 Timothy 1:12-17. 
I Obtained Mercy. 


_ Aunt Nellie was a poor old woman 
who lived in a New Hampshire village 
in an old house between the brook and 
the road. She would go blueberrying, 
carrying a pail and a Bible, and she 
witnessed to all who would listen. In 
her window she had this text: “This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners.” Paul’s tes- 
timony should encourage anyone to be- 
lieve that Christ can transform him 
and use him in His service. 


Sat—2 Corinthians 9:6-15. 
Sowing and Reaping. 
As in many other Bible verses, so in 
verse 6, there is both a natural and a 
spiritual truth. The more grass seed 
vou plant, the more grass you get. The 
more you study your Bible, the greater 
will be the blessing. God will not force 
you to give time, money, and energy, 
for He wants you to do it cheerfully. 
Note the seven occurrences of strong 
words all beginning with “a” in verse 
8: “able... all...abound... always 
BES .. all... abound.” "Here is 
enough grace for every Sunday school 
teacher, Bible teacher, pastor, and mis- 
sionary in the world. The climax of 
this passage is God’s indescribable gift, 
the gift of His Son. 


Sun—Psalm 116:12-19. 
A Servant of the Lord. 
There are many paradoxes in Scrip- 
ture. Here is one: the best way to show 
our appreciation of what God has done 
for us is to take something, “the cup of 
salvation”; then to pray to God. We 
must also carry out what we have 
promised to do (vv. 14, 18). Verse 15 
is of special comfort to those whose 
loved ones are taken by death. After 
receiving Christ, thanksgiving is one of 
the best sacrifices we can give. After 
speaking of his own thanksgiving, David 
calls on his hearers to praise the Lord, 
too. 
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The Meaning of “One 


Will you please explain this to ne 


I read in the Bible that there is goii 


to be one fold and one Sheph 


But the Catholics believe that thei 
church is the one fold. What do yo 


think about it?—A Minnesota 


The words to which the reader afer 
“And other sheep” 


are in John 10:16: 
have, which are not of this fold: th 
also I must bring, and they shall h 


my voice; and there shall be one fol 
These are ft 


and one shepherd.” 
werds of the Lord Jesus in the 

passage in which He spoke of Him 
as the door and as the Good Shep 


who gives his life for his sheep. 


Many years ago (Feb. 14, 1926), he 


late Dr. W. Graham Scroggie of 
land, who was then the leading 


writer for Tae Sunpay ScHoo. Timm 


made this illuminating comment 
John 10: 16: 

“One fold. It is most 
that the word poimne is [here] 
lated fold in the Authorized Ve 
Everywhere else where it occurs it | 


translated flock, which is its me nin; 


To say, as does Rome, that there is 


one fold, but one visible communi 


but one true religious organization © 
contrary to fact. But there is only o 


flock, the Holy Catholic Church of Goi 


Fold is aule; flock is poimne. It mi 


interest some to observe that in © 
Greek the words for shepherd 
flock are the same, with this diffe: 
only, that the last two letters are 
versed—in shepherd, en; but in 
ne.” 


When Dr. Scroggie spoke of “the FE m 


* 


Catholic Church of God,” he was usi 


Ori 


the word “Catholic” in its 
sense, meaning “universal or gef 
affecting mankind as a whole, or 
ing what is universal in human if 
est”; also, “of or pertaining to t 
church universal.” So the word “foi 
in the last part of John 10:16 is eq 
alent to the word “church” used 
where in the New Testament; as | 


Colossians 1:24: “Who now rejoice # 


my sufferings for you, and fill up 


¥ 


i‘ 


which is behind of the afflictions | 


Christ in my flesh for his body’s 

which is the church.” It does not api 
to any one denomination or sect” 
earth, but to all those who have D 
born again through faith in the UJ 
Jesus Christ. g 


Unbelief may perhaps tear the Op 


of the covenant which Christ hath 
you; but He still keeps the original 
Heaven with Himself. Your doubts @ 
fears are no part of the coven@ 
neither can they change Christ.—Sam 
Rutherford. 
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